
Prerequisites for getting access to IBM Cloud-  

Please use one of the two options listed under 1(A) or 1(B) to get access to IBM Cloud for free.  

1(A). For Students/faculty having institutional email id(college provided email ids)-  

i. Please browse to https://www.ibm.biz/academic and Register with your institutional email id(college 
provided email address).  

In case your college is not registered on IBM Academic Initiative program message appears, please 
fill the form available on the page to request access, with the college name and institutional email 
domain, this will be resolved in 48-hours.  

Once registered on IBM Academic Initiative platform, faculty and students can get access to hundreds 
of free software to download, free course-ware to learn and teach about Cloud, Security, Data 
Science, Blockchain, Quantum, IBM Watson, IBM Z, Power Systems and more. They can also get 
digital badges which are free for faculty and students after completing courses on IBM AI portal.  

ii. After registering on AI portal, please go to https://cloud.ibm.com/login and register using the same 
institutional email id to access IBM Cloud and services for free. There are no charges to use Lite plan 
of IBM Cloud services forever.  

1(B). For students/faculty NOT having institutional email id-  

i. Please browse to IBM Cloud, https://cloud.ibm.com/login and Register with your email address (any 
gmail/hotmail etc) and complete the registration process. Once registered, there are no charges to 
use Lite plan of IBM Cloud services forever.  
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